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L2L31: Joseph’s Troubles 
Genesis 39-40 

 
Joseph was in trouble. His brothers had sold him to Midianite traders who took him into Egypt. 
There he was sold as a slave to Potiphar, a captain of the guard for Pharaoh. Joseph, despite his 
troubles, decided to do his best to please his master, and God blessed all that he did. However, 

Potiphar’s wife wanted Joseph to betray his master with her. He refused, so she lied to her 
husband about Joseph. Joseph was soon stuck in prison for a crime he did not commit, but he 

did not lose hope. Joseph continued trying to make the best of a horrible situation. 
 

Discuss: 
 How do you think it would feel to be 

punished for something you didn’t 
do? How did Joseph deal with his 
situation? It can help to remember 
what God has promised in Hebrews 
13:5 and Deuteronomy 31:6. 

 Joseph showed courage and bravery 
when he refused to sin against God. 
Can you think of any examples in 
your family when someone had to 
show courage and stand for what is 
right? 

 Joseph maintained a positive 
attitude through each trial he faced. 
He continued to obey God and to practice godly principles. Can you name some of 
Joseph’s good character traits? 

 Joseph was only a teenager when these things began to happen to him. As a young 
person he had already made a commitment to obey God. You are never too young to 
develop a relationship with God. 
 

Memory Challenge: 
Genesis 39:2-3 

The Lord was with Joseph, and he was a successful man; and he was in the house of his master 

the Egyptian. And his master saw that the Lord was with him and that the Lord made all he did 

to prosper in his hand. 
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