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L3.21 “The Passover — Justified by His Blood”

i

Read Together: God gave ancient Israel instructions

concerning Passover observance. On the tenth day in
I\ the first month of the year, each family was told to
select a special, Passover lamb. This lamb was to be
perfect, without any blemishes at all. Four days later,
as the 14th day of the first month was just beginning at
sunset, they were required to kill the lamb, cook it, and
eat it as part of a special Passover meal, putting some
of the blood of the lamb on their doorway. Those who
did this would be protected from the death angel, who
would kill all the firstborn in the land, except those in
houses with the blood of the lamb on their doorway.
Every year after that, the Israelites were commanded
to eat a Passover meal on this same night and
remember how God had spared them from the death of the firstborn in their home. But this Passover lamb
also symbolized something more. All humans are under the threat of death because we all have sinned, and
death is the penalty for sinning against God. We may not have the death angel passing over us, but we still
are subject to death for our sins. Instead of a Passover lamb, however, we have Jesus Christ. Christ was the
perfect sacrifice who was willing to become a human being and then die for our sins, protecting us from
death, just as the blood of the lamb on the doorway protected the Israelites. Before Christ died, He taught
His disciples that they should think of the Passover as a yearly reminder of His sacrifice for them, and to drink
a small cup of wine and eat a small piece of unleavened bread instead of cooking a lamb. These new symbols
were taught to the church by the disciples. Since that time, the faithful people of God through history have
continued to remember Christ’s sacrifice every year at the Passover, just as the Israelites remembered the
Passover every year. They were released from their Egyptian taskmasters, while we are released from the
grasp of Satan and sin.
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Read Together: Exodus 12:3-8, 43—47; Leviticus 23:4-5; Romans 3:23; 6:23; Hebrews 10:4; John 1:1-3; Luke
1:35; Matthew 1:23; Philippians 2:5-8; John 10:17-18; 3:16; 1:29.

Discuss:

e Ask your child why they think the lamb selected for Passover had to be without any blemishes. How
does this relate to Jesus Christ?

e People often question why Christ had to die. Discuss this with your child. Be sure to relate that God
will not compromise with sin and that there could be no pardon of sins without shedding blood
(Hebrews 9:22). Christ had to die to atone for mankind’s sins, giving you, your child, and every
human being who has ever lived a chance for salvation and eternal life in God’s family.

e Discuss with your child how awful sin is and why God hates it. Choose one of the Ten
Commandments and talk about how breaking it causes misery, pain, and suffering. How different
would the world be if that commandment was kept? Remind your student that it is because of sin
that Christ had to die.

e Explain to your child that the blood of Christ is represented by the wine, and the bread represents
His body that was beaten for us.

Review Memorization:
1 Corinthians 5:7 “Therefore purge out the old leaven, that you may be a new lump, since you truly are
unleavened. For indeed Christ, our Passover, was sacrificed for us.”



