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L3.17 “Israel Rebels in the Wilderness” 

 

Read Together:  As God delivered Israel from Egypt, 

they witnessed miracle after miracle! The children of 

Israel walked through the Red Sea on dry land with 

walls of water on both sides. They watched the 

Egyptian army get swallowed up by the Red Sea as 

God allowed the water to crash down on them. But 

they still complained to God!  When they had no water, 

they complained. When they had no food, they 

complained again. It’s understandable that they were 

hungry and thirsty, but instead of asking God for help, 

they accused Him of bringing them out into the 

wilderness to die. Again and again, they said “Let’s go back to Egypt”. When Moses went up to the top of 

Mt. Sinai to receive the Ten Commandments from God, the Israelites made a golden calf to worship. They 

bowed down to it and called it their god, even though they had just promised to obey the real God who 

had brought them out of slavery! When Moses sent the spies to scout the land of Canaan, they came 

back with a bad report even though the land was full of delicious fruit. All the spies, except Joshua and 

Caleb, said they should not enter the promised land because they saw the giants who lived there. They 

had no faith that God would deliver them, so the people refused to go in and inherit the land God had 

promised.  For this, and for all their constant complaining and faithlessness, God sentenced them to 

wander in the wilderness for forty years. This was one year for each day the spies were in Canaan, until 

everyone of that generation had died. 

Read Together:  Ex. 15:19-24, 16:2-4; Num. 11:1-10; Ex. 32:1-8; Num. 13:17-33, 14:1-4, 26-35 

Discuss:   

 Point out to your child that three days after Israel came through the Red Sea they were 

complaining about water.  Israel had forgotten God’s power very quickly.  Discuss why this would 

happen.  

 Have a discussion with your child about faith. The Israelites knew God was real, but they lacked 

faith.  Israel proved that witnessing miracles does not guarantee faith. Include James 2:18 in the 

discussion. 

 Talk with your son or daughter about the Israelites’ tendency to complain.  Do we have the same 

characteristic?  How does God feel about complaining?  What is the antidote for complaining? 

Review Memorization: 

Deut. 30:15-16  “See, I have set before you today life and good, death and evil, in that I command you 

today to love the Lord your God, to walk in His ways, and to keep His commandments, His statutes, and 

His judgments, that you may live and multiply; and the Lord your God will bless you in the land which you 

go to possess.” 
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L3.18 “Forty Years in the Wilderness” 

 

Read Together: Israel did not bring a good 

report during their wandering in the 

wilderness. During this time, Korah, 

Dathan, Abiram, and On stirred up the 

people in rebellion, saying Moses and 

Aaron should no longer be the leaders of 

Israel. God had something to say about 

that! He caused the earth to open up and 

swallow these rebellious men, their families, 

and all their possessions. After the rebellion 

was put down, the Israelites complained 

that Moses had killed the people of God. 

They gathered against Moses and Aaron, 

but again God saved them and sent a 

plague that killed 14,700 more people. After a victory over the king of Arad, the people started 

complaining again, calling the manna worthless. This time God sent fiery serpents through the 

camp which killed many of the people. After Israel wandered for forty years, the time finally 

came for them to inherit the Promised Land. God lead Israel to defeat and take the lands of 

Sihon King of the Amorites, and Og King of Bashan. The Moabites heard of Israel’s conquests 

and were afraid. Balak, king of Moab, sent for Balaam to curse Israel, but God would not allow 

it, but allowed Balaam to bless them instead. However, the Israelites started worshipping idols 

and marrying foreign women. The Lord became angry and sent a plague that killed 24,000 

people. Time and again Israel tested God. Israel failed to keep the covenant they had made with 

God, but their deeds were recorded for our benefit so that we can learn from their mistakes.  

 

Read Together:  Numbers 16:1–32, 41–50; 21:1–6, 21–26, 31–35; 22:1–35; 24:10–13; 25:1–9. 

Discuss: 
 Remind your child that God promised Israel the land of the Canaanites, Amorites, 

Hittites, Perizzites, Jebusites, and the Hivites (Exodus 3:7–8). Their conquests were in 

partial fulfillment of God’s promise. 

 Ask your child what lessons they think we can learn from Korah’s rebellion. Use this as 

an opportunity to talk about God’s government and how we are to respect those God 

has put in leadership positions. 

 Read 1 Corinthians 10:6–11 with your child. Discuss how we can get caught up in the 

same sins that Israel committed. Help them come up with some examples. 

Review Memorization. 
Deuteronomy 30:15–16  “See, I have set before you today life and good, death and evil, in that I 

command you today to love the LORD your God, to walk in His ways, and to keep His 

commandments, His statutes, and His judgments, that you may live and multiply; and the LORD 

your God will bless you in the land which you go to possess.” 
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L3.19 “Moses Forewarns Israel” 
 
Read Together: The events at Kadesh marked 
a crucial point in Moses’ life. First, Moses’ 
sister Miriam died there. Next came a day that 
would change Moses’ future. Once again, the 
people were complaining about their lack of 
water, forgetting how God had provided for 
their needs again and again. All they needed to 
do was to turn to God and ask Him for His 
help. Moses went to God and asked Him to 
provide the water they needed. God patiently 
gave Moses and Aaron instructions, telling 
them exactly how to provide for the people. He 
told Moses to speak to the rock and water 
would flow from it. Moses, however, lost his 
temper. He was so angry at the Israelites that 
he hit the rock with his rod. In fact, he hit it 
twice! God made water start miraculously 
pouring out of the rock, providing for the needs 
of the thirsty people. But He was very displeased with Moses. According to God, Moses and Aaron did 
not show honor and respect to Him. Moses had allowed his anger to guide his actions instead of trusting 
God’s hand and obeying Him as He had instructed.  

God does not play favorites, and this act of disobedience on the part of Moses and Aaron in front 
of all the people was just as wrong as the disobedience shown by others. Because they disobeyed God, 
Moses and Aaron were not allowed to enter the Promised Land. However, before he died, Moses 
reminded the people of Israel to never forget the laws of their God. He encouraged them, saying that if 
they obeyed, God would bless their families, give rain in its season, increase their crops, increase their 
livestock, protect them from their enemies, and give them peace. However, if they disobeyed, they would 
be cursed. The weather would be harsh, the earth would not yield its crops, disease would cling to the 
people, their enemies would pursue them and overtake them, and they would eventually become slaves 
again. God gave Israel a clear choice between living the way that brings life and peace, or the way that 
brings curses and death. He gives us the same choice. 
 
Read Together:  Numbers 20:1–13, 23–29; 27:12–14; Deuteronomy 28:1–37; 30:1–3, 15–20. 
 
Discuss: 

 Discuss with your child Moses’ and Aaron’s punishment for disobeying God. Was this an unfair 
punishment? 

 Even though God punished Moses and Aaron for their disobedience, God forgave them. We 
know that Moses will have a high position in the Kingdom. Explain the fact that even though God 
forgives us, sin still has consequences. 

 Explain to your child that there are only two ways to live, God’s way and man’s way. God’s way is 
the only way that brings true joy, peace, and happiness. This may be a good opportunity to 
discuss the difference between the world today (governed by man) and the Kingdom of God 
(governed by God). 

 Point out to your child that even when we sin, God offers us forgiveness when we repent and turn 
to Him. 

 
Review Memorization. 
Deuteronomy 30:15–16 “See, I have set before you today life and good, death and evil, in that I command 
you today to love the LORD your God, to walk in His ways, and to keep His commandments, His statutes, 
and His judgments, that you may live and multiply; and the LORD your God will bless you in the land 
which you go to possess.” 
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L3.20 “Joshua Becomes the Leader of Israel”  

 

Read Together: Before his death, one of 

Moses’ final duties was to appoint Israel’s 

next leader. God had chosen Joshua, the 

son of Nun. Joshua had been at Moses’ 

side from the time the Israelites left Egypt. 

He was the first general who led Israel into 

war. He was also with the seventy elders 

who saw God and ate before Him. Joshua 

was with Moses on the mountain for forty 

days when he received the Ten 

Commandments from God. Joshua and 

Caleb were the only spies who brought back 

a good report of the promised land and tried 

to convince the others to go in and take it. 

He had been thoroughly trained, having 

served Moses for forty years, so God chose 

him to lead the nation after Moses. Joshua must have felt the burden of leading this nation with 

millions of people, but Moses encouraged him to be strong and courageous. Moses died on Mt. 

Nebo and was buried by God. After Moses’ death, God spoke to Joshua, letting him know that He 

was with him. God told Joshua to be strong and courageous. The rest of the story of Joshua – his 

leadership, exploits, bravery, and commitment – is for another lesson. 

 

Read Together:  Numbers 27:18–23; Exodus 17:9–10, 13; 24:9–13; 32:15–17; 33:11; Numbers 

14:6–10; Deuteronomy 31:7–8; 34:1–12; Joshua 1:1–11 

 

Discuss: 

 Ask your child what is their favorite story about Joshua. Why? 

 Talk about what might be some reasons that God did not reveal to us exactly where He 

buried Moses.  

 Discuss with your child how Joshua must have felt being personally encouraged by God. 

Remind your son or daughter that God speaks to us through His word, the Bible. 

 Express to your child that God wants each of us to be strong and courageous in our daily 

lives as we represent Him to the world. Why do we need to be strong and courageous? 

 Point out to your child that God trained Joshua from a young age to work in His service. 

Remind your child that if they are willing to do God’s will, they too can be used mightily by 

God. 

 

Review Memorization: 

Deuteronomy 30:15-16 “See, I have set before you today life and good, death and evil, in that I 

command you today to love the LORD your God, to walk in His ways, and to keep His 

commandments, His statutes, and His judgments, that you may live and multiply; and the LORD 

your God will bless you in the land which you go to possess.” 
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