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L2.17 “Abram Leaves for Canaan”

Read Together: Abram was born 292 years after
the flood. His family lived in a city called “Ur”,
which was in the area of modern-day Irag. He
was the youngest son of his father Terah whose
ancestor was Shem. Abram married his half-sister
Sarai, but they did not have any children. Terah
left Ur for Canaan and took Abram, Sarai, and
Lot, his grandson, with him. The family stopped
for a while in Haran where Terah died. Abram had
become very wealthy in Haran. By the time he

was 75 years old, he owned livestock, and had
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silver, gold, and many servants. This would

surely have made it hard to leave Haran. But God commanded Abram to leave his home and go to a
distant land that He would show him. In return for his obedience, God promised to make Abram’s
descendants a great nation. Amazingly, Abram immediately obeyed God. He simply took his wife,
his nephew Lot, and all their possessions and left his home for good.

Read Together: Gen. 11:24-32; 12:1-10; 13:2-4

Discuss:

e Explain to your child that it was not uncommon for people to marry close relatives in
Abraham’s days. Remind him/her that everyone was closely related after the flood because
only one family survived. God later commanded the Israelites not to marry close relatives
(Lev. 18:6-17).

e Discuss with your son or daughter how difficult it must have been for Abram and Sarai to
pack up and move to a place that they did not know. There were no trucks or vans to move
them and no hotels along the way. Ask your student what might have been some of the
hardships Abram and Sarai could anticipate on their journey.

e Abram must have known how hard his journey would be. Still, he did not argue with God. He
just obeyed what God told him to do. Talk with your child about Abram’s character. Highlight
the good example that Abram showed when he obeyed God immediately.

e God promised Abram that he would become a great nation, but that promise was not fulfilled
right away. Explain to your student that obedience to God must come first before we receive
any rewards.

Review Memorization:
Heb 11:8 NKJV “By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to the place which he would
receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going.”
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L2.18 “God’s Promises to Abraham”

Read Together: God promised to make
Abram a great nation, saying that all the
nations of the earth would be blessed
through him. God showed Abram all the land
of Canaan and promised it to his
descendants. Abram had traveled throughout
the land of Canaan for 24 years, and now he
was 99 years old. God had promised that his
descendants would be as numerous as the
sand on the seashore, but he still did not
have a son. It was at this time that God
appeared to Abram and expanded the : 7 , :
promises. He told Abram that he was gOing Sweet Publishing | FreeBiblelmages.org
to make him a father of many nations and

that some of his descendants would be kings. God changed Abram’s name to Abraham and his
wife’s name, Sarai, to Sarah, to reflect the promise that many nations would come from them.
God told Abraham that he and Sarah would have a son the next year, and they were to call him
Isaac, which means laughter. Perhaps Isaac was given that name because both Abraham and
Sarah laughed when they first heard they would have a son. The next year Isaac was born, just
as God had said. Isaac was the beginning of the fulfillment of God’s promises to Abraham.

Read Together: Genesis 13:14-18; 15:1-6, 18-21; 17:1-24; 18:1-15; 21:1-6

Discuss:

e Discuss with your child how Abraham remained faithful to God year after year, believing
that God’s promises would be fulfilled through his descendants. Include Hebrews 11:1 in
the discussion. Remind your son or daughter that if God says something, it is as good as
done!

e Ask your child if they can remember some of the promises God gave to Abraham.
Discuss with them how these promises have been fulfilled (e.g. through Jesus Christ,
European kingdoms, Great Britain, and the United States).

e Remind your child that the promises were also made to Sarah. She was an important
part of the covenant God made with Abraham. God loves both men and women. All
human beings are created in His image (Genesis 1:27).

e God names things what they are. From the Bible, we learn that in the Kingdom we will all
to be given a new name. Ask your child what name he or she would choose for
themselves to reflect their character and personality.

Review Memorization: Hebrews 11:17-18 “By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up
Isaac, and he who had received the promises offered up his only begotten son, of whom it was
said, ‘In Isaac your seed shall be called,” concluding that God was able to raise him up, even
from the dead, from which he also received him in a figurative sense.”
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L2.19 “Abraham and Isaac Are Tested”

Read Together: Abraham and Sarah watched
and guided Isaac as he grew into a young man.
Abraham taught Isaac about God and told him
about the promises He had made. Then, when
Isaac was still a young man, God told Abraham
to take him to the land of Moriah and offer him as
a sacrifice! After hearing God’s instruction,
Abraham dutifully arose the next morning,
prepared for the journey, and headed toward the
mountain with Isaac and two of his servants. It
took them three days to reach the place where
Isaac was to be offered. One can only imagine
how difficult this journey was for Abraham.
Nevertheless, He was willing to obey God’s
command. Remember, God had promised that He would give many descendants to Abraham, and Isaac
was the son who was miraculously born to Abraham and Sarah to bring about that promise. He knew that
God was able to raise Isaac from the dead, if necessary, to keep His promise. Abraham and Isaac went
up to the top of the mountain where Isaac allowed himself to be bound. Then Abraham laid his son on the
wood of the altar to become the offering. Abraham raised the knife to slay his son when God stopped him.
God then knew without any doubt that Abraham feared Him, trusted Him and loved Him more than
anything or anyone - even his own son. God blessed Abraham for his faith and obedience and gave him
even greater promises than before! God told him that all the people on earth would be blessed because
of Abraham’s obedience!
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Read Together: Genesis 18:17-19; 22:1-18; Hebrews 11:17-19

Discuss:

e Point out some great examples in the Bible of young people seeking God’s will and obeying Him.
Isaac is one of them. Who else can you remember?

¢ Discuss with your child some examples in Abraham'’s life that validate why he is called the father
of the faithful (Romans 4:16).

e Help your child think about how difficult it would be to sacrifice your child or to be the person who
is sacrificed. Ask them to imagine what it would have been like to be Isaac. Isaac could have run
away, but instead he followed his father’s instruction, just as Abraham was following God’s
instruction. This would have taken great courage and faith on the part of Isaac toward his father!

e Explain to your child how Abraham and Isaac pictured the Father and Jesus Christ during their
test. Abraham was a type of the Father who offered His Son, and Isaac pictured Christ, who
willingly laid down His life (John 10:17-18).

Review Memorization:

Hebrews 11:17-18 “By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received
the promises offered up his only begotten son, of whom it was said, ‘In Isaac your seed shall be called,’
concluding that God was able to raise him up, even from the dead, from which he also received him in a
figurative sense.”
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L2.20 “Isaac Inherits the Promises”

Read Together: Sarah died in Hebron at the
age of 137 years old. God had allowed her to
watch her son grow into a man. Shortly after
Sarah died, Abraham sent his servant back to
his own country to find a wife for Isaac. When
the servant arrived at the well outside the city
of Nahor, a young woman named Rebekah
came to draw water. The servant had prayed
asking that the young woman who gave him
water to drink and offered to water his camels
would be the one chosen to be Isaac’s wife.
Rebekah did exactly that. The servant found
out that Rebekah was the granddaughter of
Abraham’s brother Nahor. Rebekah agreed to
leave her family, go to Canaan, and marry a man she had never met. Isaac was forty years old
when he and Rebekah were married. Abraham died at 175 years of age and lived to see the
birth of Isaac’s sons. This was further evidence that God’s promise of giving Abraham many
descendants would be fulfilled. After Abraham died, God spoke to Isaac and made the same
promises to him that He had made to Abraham. God said that He would give all the land of
Canaan to Isaac’s descendants, and that they would be as numerous as the stars in heaven.
God promised that in Isaac’s seed, all the nations would be blessed.
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Read Together: Genesis 23-26 (select portions according to your child’s comprehension level.
This could be done over several days.)

Discuss:

e Point out to your child that Abraham had seven other sons who are named in the
Scriptures — Ishmael (from Hagar), and Zimran, Jokshan, Medan, Midian, Ishbak, and
Shuah (from Keturah). However, Isaac was the son of promise.

o Discuss with your son or daughter the qualities the servant was looking for in a wife for
Isaac by seeing if she would give him water and offer to water his camels.

e Talk to your child about the blessing Rebekah’s family gave her. How does her blessing
relate to the promises God gave to Abraham and his descendants?

e Ask your child how they think Isaac may have felt when God appeared to him personally.
Would that be very encouraging for Isaac?

Review Memorization:

Hebrews 11:17-18 “By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had
received the promises offered up his only begotten son, of whom it was said, ‘In Isaac your seed
shall be called,” concluding that God was able to raise him up, even from the dead, from which
he also received him in a figurative sense.”



