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L1.17 “Families Grew into Nations”

Read Together: God destroyed every
human being on the face of the earth with
the exception of 8 people — Noah and his
sons, Shem, Ham, Japheth, and their
wives. A pair of every unclean animal
and seven pairs of all clean animals
survived with Noah and his family on the
ark. After the flood, God commanded
Noah, his sons, and the animals to
multiply on the earth, and that is exactly
what they did. People lived longer so
they were able to have many children. Sweet Publishing | FreeBiblelmages.org
Soon families grew so big that they

formed nations, and the nations were all separated into their own lands.

Read Together: Genesis 8:15-17; 9:1-2; 10:1-7, 19-22, 30-32

Discuss:

« Help your child to identify the eight people that survived the flood.

o Discuss with your child why God told Noah to take seven of every clean animal
on the ark.

« Help your child visualize what the earth might have been like after a few years
with so few people and so many animals which were multiplying very quickly.

« Explain to your student that though their numbers were increasing, the people
were still united by language and culture.

« Help your child recognize that after the flood there were only eight people, and
today, about 5 thousand years later, there are almost eight billion people all of
whom are descended from Noah.

Review Memorization:

Genesis 11:6 “And the Lord said, ‘Indeed the people are one and they all have one
language, and this is what they begin to do; now nothing that they propose to do will be
withheld from them.”
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L1.18 “Nimrod”

Level 1 (Grades 1-2, Ages 6-7)

Read Together: After the flood, people
began to raise families, and gradually moved
further and further away from where the ark
had come to rest. The Bible tells us about the
families of Shem, Ham, and Japheth, and
how they began to populate the earth. We
read about one man who became famous as
a great hunter. This man’s name was
Nimrod, and he was the grandson of Ham,
one of Noah'’s three sons. As his fame grew,
he was idolized by many. In fact, some
people began to look to Nimrod instead of
God for protection and leadership. They
called him “the mighty hunter before
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[“instead of” or “in place of”] the Lord” (Genesis 10:9). Remember, God had commanded the
sons of Noah to fill the earth (Genesis 9:1). But proud Nimrod rebelled against God, building
cities and a kingdom. One of the cities he built was the famous Babel, where the people began

to build a giant tower, reaching into the sky.

Read Together: Genesis 10:6, 8-12

Discuss:

¢ Help your child to understand that the people were looking to Nimrod as their provider
and protector and not looking to God. Remind your child that God is our ultimate

provider and protector.

e Nimrod was setting up a kingdom for himself to make himself the ruler over the people.
You may want to take this opportunity to explain that in God’s government, men do not
choose to be in charge themselves. God selects the leaders.

o Explain to your child that moving people into cities as Nimrod did was not what God
intended. Imagine and discuss what cities may be like in the wonderful world tomorrow
and how they will be much different than the cities of Nimrod or of today

e Help your child to understand that Nimrod was leading the people away from God.

Review Memorization:

Genesis 11:6 “And the LORD said, ‘Indeed the people are one and they all have one language,
and this is what they begin to do; now nothing that they propose to do will be withheld from

them.”
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L1.19 “The Tower of Babel”

Read Together: Babel, the first city that
Nimrod built, was the beginning of his
kingdom. The people all spoke the same
language, so it was easy for them to share
ideas and work together. But instead of
working together for good, they began to
rebel against God. Even though God had
commanded them to fill the earth with
their families, the people refused. With
Nimrod as the leader, the people built a
huge tower in the city of Babel. The city
they built, with its towering fortress! 2,
made the people very proud of \ j
themselves and what they had done. They Sweet Publishing | FreeBiblelmages.org
were so proud that they believed they

could defy God. But the people did not know the amazing miracle that would happen next.

Read Together: Genesis 10:9-10; 11:1-4

Discuss:

e Explain to your child that Noah and Shem could tell the people about the flood and what
happened before the flood. (According to the genealogies contained in the Bible, they
were still alive during the time that Nimrod built Babel.)

e The people knew what they were doing was wrong. Noah was a preacher of
righteousness (2 Peter 2:5), and he would have continued to preach after the flood.
Explain to your son or daughter that the people were being disobedient and wanted to
do things their own way, regardless of what God said.

o Help your child to understand that there is never a time when we can rebel against God.
Still, when we do something wrong, we can ask God to forgive us, and He will. God
loves us, and we can rely on Him to provide for us and protect us.

Review Memorization.

Genesis 11:4 “Then they said, ‘Come, let us build ourselves a city, with a tower that reaches to
the heavens, so that we may make a name for ourselves; otherwise we will be scattered over
the face of the whole earth.’

1 Strong’'s H1431: “migdal”’, meaning “tower, or castle “(fortress).
2 Albert T Clay, The Origin of Biblical Traditions, (Escondido, CA: Book Tree, 1999), 189. Suggestion that the tower
was connected with worship of pagan gods as mentioned in ancient Mesopotamian writings such as “Enuma Elish”.
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L1.20 “God Confuses the Language”

Read Together: God came down to see what

the people were doing at Babel. When He saw

the city and the tower He was not pleased with

what the people were doing. God saw how

mankind was working together to rebel against

Him, and decided to confuse their language so

| that the people could not communicate with

each other. The word “Babel” means

J confusion, and there was plenty of confusion

1 when suddenly the people working together

|\ could no longer understand one another. The

, < / work on the tower and the city soon stopped.
Sweet Publishing | FreeBiblelmages.org God separated the people’s languages by

families. People naturally came together with

those they could understand, and began to move into the lands that God had given them. The

tower no longer exists, but to this day, Babel remains a symbol of mankind’s rebellion against

God.

Read Together: Genesis 11:5-9; Zephaniah 3:9

Discuss:

o Discuss the meaning of Genesis 11:6 with your child. God has given mankind brilliant
minds. We are to use our knowledge and abilities to serve and worship God.

e Ask your child Imagine you are playing with your friend when suddenly they start saying
things that don’t make any sense! You try to ask them to tell you what they mean, but
you realize they can’t understand what you are saying either!” This is what happened to
everyone when God confused the languages at the tower of Babel.

e Point out to your child that being able to communicate with others is an important part of
life. God wants people to understand one another. This is why He will restore a pure
language to mankind in the Millennium (Zephaniah 3:9). This would be a good
opportunity to talk about what it might be like in the Kingdom when everyone in the world
can communicate with and understand everyone else.

Review Memorization:
Genesis 11:7 “Come, let Us go down and there confuse their language, that they may not
understand one another’s speech.”



