Living Church of God — Children’s Bible Program
Living Ed Website (blog version) Level 3 (Grades 5-6, Ages 10-11)

L3.14 “God and Israel: A Marriage Covenant”

Read Together: Have you ever been to a
wedding? Think back to the ceremony and

the wedding vows. You may remember that |1
the minister asks the groom if he is willing to i i
be a faithful husband. That means, is he |
willing to provide for, protect, and cherish
his soon-to-be wife. In the same ceremony,
the bride is asked if she is willing to love,
honor, and obey her soon-to-be husband.
They both must answer “I do” or else they
don’t get married! And when they say “l do,”

they have entered a covenant, which is a

Photo by James Bold on Unsplash

solemn promise to do what they said they

would do. When you read Exodus 19:3-8, you can see that God proposed to take care of Israel in
response to her obedience. If Israel would obey, God promised prosperity, peace, and safety. When all
Israel said, “I do,” they promised to obey God. But sadly, they did not keep that promise. However, that is
not the end of the story! Today, the Church is the “Bride of Christ,” which is preparing to marry Jesus at
the resurrection. That means that each person, when baptized, agrees to enter into a marriage covenant
with Christ (meaning, to honor and obey Him). In return, Jesus Christ, as the Church’s Husband,
promises to love and faithfully care for each member of His Church. The marriage between Jesus Christ
and the Church will take place at the resurrection, just before the Millennium begins. As all brides do, we
look forward to that glorious event!

Read Together: Exodus 19:5, 8; Leviticus 26:1-6; Jeremiah 3:14, 20; Ephesians 5:31-32; Revelation
19:7-9

Discuss:

e Discuss with your child the relationship between Jesus Christ, who was the God of the Old
Testament (1 Corinthians 10:4), and ancient Israel. Did God perform His duties? How did ancient
Israel respond?

e Discuss the relationship with Jesus Christ and the Church. Show how it is an intimate family
relationship. Use this as an opportunity to discuss the roles of fathers, mothers, and children in
the family.

e Explain that if your child is old enough to be baptized before Christ returns, he or she will have
the opportunity to be part of the bride of Christ, too.

Review Memorization: Exodus 20:1-17, The Ten Commandments (long form)



